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raising public awareness, presenting all the alter-
natives to people. By next year we’ll be ready
to act and we should do it.

And if we have the support of the people
in this room, that vary across age and income
groups and all kinds of other ways, then we’ll
be able to do what’s right for America because
we will be doing the work of democracy.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The discussion began at 12:48 p.m. in the
Johnson Center Gymnasium at the University of
New Mexico. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to Commissioner of Social Security Ken-
neth S. Apfel. The panel included Carolyn L.

Weaver, resident scholar, American Enterprise
Institute; Fernando Torres-Gil, director, Center
for Policy Research on Aging, University of Cali-
fornia Los Angeles; Robert D. Reischauer, senior
fellow, Brookings Institute; Michael J. Boskin,
senior fellow, Hoover Institution; and Peter A. Di-
amond, institute professor, Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. Moderator Gloria Borger was
assisted by Matt Miller and Susan Dantzler. Vice
President Al Gore participated in a panel discus-
sion at a National Social Security Forum, also
sponsored by the American Association of Retired
Persons and the Concord Coalition, in Cranston,
Rhode Island, on July 1.

Remarks at a Reception for Gubernatorial Candidate Martin J. Chavez in
Albuquerque
July 27, 1998

The President. Thank you. Thank you very
much. Thank you for your muted welcome.
[Laughter] I am delighted to be here.

Audience members. We love for you to be
here. [Laughter]

The President. Thank you. I’m glad to be here
for Marty and Margaret, and Diane and Herb,
and all the Democratic ticket. I’m honored to
be on the platform with Senator Bingaman. And
I am very grateful that a man I first met and
began to admire almost 30 years ago, Fred
Harris, is now the chairman of the Democratic
Party in New Mexico. Thank you.

I want to thank all the State officials who
are here and the mayor and the speaker and
the former State chairs, who are my friends,
and all the candidates. But I have to say a
special word. You have been so good to me
and to Hillary and to the Vice President. New
Mexico has voted twice for our ticket and has
played a major role in a lot of the policies we
have implemented. I almost feel embarrassed
to ask you to do anything else just for us, but
if you really wanted to do me a favor, you’d
send Shirley Baca and Tom Udall and Phil
Maloof to Congress and give me a Congress
we can work with.

And I want to make one specific comment,
and that is, I would ask that people in New
Mexico who have voted in the past, for whatever

reason, for the Green Party, but who honestly
care about that environment, to take another
look at the consequences of their votes. And
I would like to just mention one thing, just
for example, that affects New Mexico.

I’ve worked hard with Tom Udall and with
Jeff Bingaman, who has worn me out about
this—[laughter]—to try to get the Baca Ranch
preserved. It is the largest volcanic crater in
the United States. It’s home to one of our big-
gest wild elk herds. It’s an investment not just
in the environment but in the long-term eco-
nomic well-being of New Mexico. I believe the
preservation of your natural resources is the key
to the new economy of the entire Southwest.

It’s one of several places in New Mexico that
I have proposed to preserve, on a list of 100
I have sent to Congress. I sent the list to Con-
gress in February. Let me just tell you how
it works. We get money approved for these
projects, but then under the law I have to send
them to Congress, and they have to approve
the release of money for the projects.

I sent the list up in February. In April, on
Earth Day, I asked again for the money to be
released. It’s now nearly August, and there’s still
been no action. Now, it seems to me that that’s
one more example, here in New Mexico, where
the Democratic Party is on the side of respon-
sible, constructive environmentalism. And I
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would hope that all people would look at that
before going to the polls again in November
and voting in these congressional races.

In a larger sense, let me say that I have
been trying since I first came to New Mexico
as a candidate to try to prepare this great coun-
try of ours for a new century which is very
different than the times in which most of us
grew up, the times in which our parents lived.
Think about what the characteristics of tomor-
row will be, not just for someone in Los Angeles
or Silicon Valley or New York City or Boston
but for someone in Albuquerque or Little Rock
or the smallest town in New Mexico or my
home State of Arkansas.

No matter how small, we live in a global
economy that is basically growing by ideas. The
fastest growing thing in the world today is the
Internet—by far—fastest growing organism in
history—social organism in history. And it is a
metaphor, a symbol of how this economy is both
going global and rooted in new ideas.

I met a young man yesterday in Colorado
who was telling me his story about how he was
just a middle class young guy that had an idea,
and he’s about to take his company public, and
he’s worth more than he knew existed in the
world just 10 years ago because America gave
him a chance, but also because he understood
where tomorrow will be.

Now, in that kind of economy, the second
thing we know is that education for everybody
will be more important than ever before. It’s
always been a personal advantage to have a good
education. Now we know our whole country de-
pends upon building the finest opportunities in
elementary and secondary education for every
child in this country, without regard to their
income, their race, their background, or whether
they live on a reservation or in a rural commu-
nity or an inner-city neighborhood.

The third thing we know is that the economy
depends upon having an environment that is
not only preserved, but it is to some extent
improved. You know, I’ve just been—you’ve
been seeing all these fires in Florida. We’ve
had 20 days of 100 degree temperature or high-
er, or above, from Dallas east across the whole
wide swath of America. The 9 hottest years ever
recorded in the history have occurred in the
last 11 years; 1997 was the hottest year ever
recorded. Every month of 1998 has broken the
1997 record. Now, my daughter’s friends used
to say, ‘‘Denial is not just a river in Egypt.’’

[Laughter] We can grow the economy and have
a responsible environmental policy. We can do
that, but we have to make a decision to do
it. And we have to understand it’s one of the
big issues out there.

What are the other big issues? I’ll just—we
can’t forget the human element in a global econ-
omy. We can’t let people get left behind. That’s
why I’m fighting so hard for this Patients’ Bill
of Rights. In an economy that is increasingly
based on ideas and information and organiza-
tion, the human element can get left behind.
One of the things our party has always done
is to remind people of the human element. I’m
proud of that. And I think that we have proved
in the last 6 years you can take care of the
human element; you can take care of the envi-
ronment; and you can still grow the economy
if you do it right.

And the last point I want to make is—and
if you look around this room today, you see
it illustrated—the world we’re living in will re-
ward nations that can reflect that world in the
best sense. How much of your time as President
have I had to spend dealing with other people’s
religious, racial, and ethnic conflicts? As America
grows ever more diverse, if you want us to do
good in a world like that, we have to be good
at home. We have to reflect the best of America.

And what’s all that got to do with Marty and
Diane? I’ll tell you what. In this economy that
we’ve produced, I’ve tried to actually reduce
the role of the Federal Government in inessen-
tial areas, delegate more to the States where
I thought it was appropriate. We now have the
smallest Federal Government we’ve had in 35
years. What does that mean? That means it mat-
ters a whole lot more who the Governor is.
It matters what the education policy of the State
is. It matters what the policy is of moving peo-
ple from welfare to work and whether you’re
helping people raise their kids as well as expect-
ing them to work if they’re able-bodied. It mat-
ters what the environmental policy of the State
is. These things matter.

It matters. We passed, in the balanced budget
bill, we passed funds to give the States the abil-
ity to insure another 5 million kids who don’t
have any health insurance. But the Federal Gov-
ernment is not doing it; the State is doing it
with money we gave them. Therefore, it really
matters whether a Governor wakes up every
morning worrying about whether some kid
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somewhere in New Mexico who might get sick,
whose family doesn’t have any health insurance.

So it is not enough, as important as it is,
for you to make the right decisions for Senator
and Congress and for President in the year
2000. It really matters to the shape of your
children’s future who the Governor of this State
is. It matters who the Lieutenant Governor is.
It matters if they have an approach that is con-
sistent with your values and if they really care
about how you’re going to live in this great
new 21st century.

So I’m proud to be here because New Mexico
has done a lot for me and for my family and

for our administration. But New Mexico should
now do itself a favor and elect this great ticket.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 2:35
p.m. in the Regal and Registry Room at the Sher-
aton Uptown Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Mr. Chavez’s wife, Margaret; Diane Denish,
candidate for Lieutenant Governor, and her hus-
band, Herb; Mayor Jim Baca of Albuquerque;
Raymond G. Sanchez, speaker, New Mexico
House of Representatives; and Shirley Baca, Tom
Udall, and Phillip Maloof, candidates for New
Mexico’s Second, Third, and First Congressional
Districts, respectively.

Remarks at the Congressional Tribute Honoring Officer Jacob J. Chestnut
and Detective John M. Gibson
July 28, 1998

To the Chestnut and Gibson families and my
fellow Americans:

The Bible defines a good life thusly: ‘‘To love
justice, to do mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God.’’ Officer J.J. Chestnut and Detective
John Gibson loved justice. The story of what
they did here on Friday in the line of duty
is already a legend. It is fitting that we gather
here to honor these two American heroes, here
in this hallowed chamber that has known so
many heroes, in this Capitol they gave their
lives to defend.

And we thank their families for enduring the
pain and extra burden of joining us here today.
For they remind us that what makes our democ-
racy strong is not only what Congress may enact
or a President may achieve; even more, it is
the countless individual citizens who live our
ideals out every day, the innumerable acts of
heroism that go unnoticed, and especially, it is
the quiet courage and uncommon bravery of
Americans like J.J. Chestnut and John Gibson
and, indeed, every one of the 81 police officers
who just this year have given their lives to en-
sure our domestic tranquility.

John Gibson and J.J. Chestnut also did mercy
in giving their lives to save the lives of their
fellow citizens. We honor them today, and in
so doing, we honor also the hundreds of thou-
sands of other officers, including all of their

comrades, who stand ready every day to do the
same. They make it seem so ordinary, so ex-
pected, asking for no awards or acknowledg-
ment, that most of us do not always appre-
ciate—indeed, most of the time we do not even
see—their daily sacrifice. Until crisis reveals
their courage, we do not see how truly special
they are. And so they walked humbly.

To the Gibsons, to Lyn, Kristen, Jack, and
Danny; to the Chestnuts, Wenling, Joseph,
Janece, Janet, Karen, and William; to the par-
ents, the brothers, the siblings, the friends here,
you always knew that John and J.J. were special.
Now the whole world knows as well.

Today we mourn their loss, and we celebrate
their lives. Our words are such poor replace-
ments for the joys of family and friends, the
turning of the seasons, the rhythms of normal
life that should rightfully have been theirs. But
we offer them to you from a grateful Nation,
profoundly grateful that in doing their duty, they
saved lives; they consecrated this house of free-
dom; and they fulfilled our Lord’s definition of
a good life. They loved justice. They did mercy.
Now and forever, they walk humbly with their
God.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
United States Capitol Rotunda. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
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